
Ruby Bridges 

“Through My Eyes”  

Book Work 

Name ________________________________ Class:  ______ Student #: ______ 

Book Work Schedule 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

Notes on Book Work:  



Page 2 

Preface -> The First Day at William Frantz 

In the book, Ruby Bridges gives some background about historical context.. Historical context 

is very important to establish the surroundings of a non-fiction story, specifically here about 

desegregation in schools.   

 Before we get into questions, first let’s do a vocabulary check.  

Vocab Word Definition (Meaning) 

segregation   

desegregation   

integration  

privilege   

segregationists  

sharecropper  

unconstitutional  

NAACP 

(what does it stand 

for and what does it 

do) 
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Ruby Bridges and Fighting Racism Today 

1.) What’s the purpose of the Ruby Bridges Foundation?  

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2.)  Do you think her story is still important nowadays? Why or 

why not?  

____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.) [Expand and Research]  Use the QR code below  and watch the Ruby Bridges interview.  

What does Ruby say is the solution to racism? Do you agree or disagree? Why do you think so?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

. 

4.)  Bonus Point: What were the names of the  

US Marshals who walked with Ruby to school? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

5.) Another bonus point:  

Which US Marshal did she reunite with later on in life?   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvW10_kvKDA  

YouTube Videos: Ruby Bridges Interview 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvW10_kvKDA
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 In Ruby’s book, we mostly focus on  the category of cultural racism (as in racism found in every day 

life in the 1960’s). However, this is the umbrella term for many different types of racism. Below are three 

kinds of racism. Look them up online and/or in book recourses.  

 Explain what the three types involve and how they hurt black people or people of color (POC’s for 

short). Also, give an example for each one (if possible, use examples from the Ruby Bridges book).  

 

1.) Institutional (also called Systematic) Racism is… 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.) Individual Racism is… 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.) Scientific Racism is… 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Different Kinds of Racism 

Exploring the Topic: Watch the video on systematic racism and answer the questions.  

TED Talk on Institutionalized Racism by Kyol Blakeney 

1.) Where does this TED Talk take place? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2.) Who are the minorities talked about in the video? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3.) What are two misconceptions of this group?  

___________________________________________________________________ 

4.)  Why are the laws “stacked against” them?
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https://

www.youtube.com/

watch?v=5SBFdtqW0GM  

1.) Why does Mrs. Henry say that she decided to teach Ruby?  

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2.) What kind of impact do you think Mrs. Henry had on Ruby? How does 

Ruby talk about Mrs. Henry in the book?  

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.) Mrs. Henry was frustrated with the other teachers at the school. Why?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.) Do you think teachers play an important role in social issues such as racism? Why or why not?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher and Student: Opinion and Reflection 

5.) Has there ever been a teacher that inspired you? If so, who was it and what 

did they do? If not, why do you think Mrs. Henry was so inspirational to Ruby?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SBFdtqW0GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SBFdtqW0GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SBFdtqW0GM
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Going Home->Through the Winter with Mrs. Henry 

1.) Who was Barbara Henry?  How did Ruby feel about Mrs. Henry?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.) Who were the other two brave families? Why did Ruby think they were brave? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.) There were other girls who went to integrated schools. Who were there and where did they go?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.) What is the Ku Klux Klan? Why did they burn crosses in front of African American families’ home? Who 

else was trying to scare the children away from the schools?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.)  There were many protestors, but there were also people sending support. Who supported Ruby and her 

family during this hard time?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Artists Inspired By Ruby 

[Expand and Research] 

1.) Who was John Steinbeck?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

2.) Read the excerpt on pg. 25 from “Travels with Charley.” Do you 

think Steinbeck agreed with the segregation or desegregation?  

Why?  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

3.) Steinbeck wrote the line “I guess it’s everybody’s problem” in “Travels with Charley.”  Why do you 

think he came to this conclusion about racism?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.)  In 2016, Ruby Bridges won an award for her book. What was the award called?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.) Norman Rockwell created the painting on pg. 25. What was the title of 

that painting? What do you think the title was inspired by?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

6.) What are two other famous paintings by Norman Rockwell?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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1.) Describe Ruby Bridges family and home life.  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.) Specifically, what do you think about Ruby’s mother and father?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.) Many people didn’t want the schools to be desegregated  and integrated. List some of the key opposition 

players in the book (from pg. 1-20).  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.) [Extension and Research] The  Civil Rights Movement had many different movements in the 1960’s 

and 70’s in the U.S.A. The NAACP was one organization, but what other organizations were important dur-

ing this time?  Use online and/or books resources to find three more organizations that fought for civil rights.  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.)  As mentioned in the book, Ruby Bridges took a test that was designed to be more difficult than  most ele-

mentary school tests. The idea was that, “If black children can’t pass this test, then we don’t have to let them 

in to our white schools!”  But also on pg. 11, there is an excerpt that mentions, “Black students score lower 

than white students” on tests. Do you believe this is true? Why or why not?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now, answer the questions about the book reading. You will need the book, of course, but some questions 

may ask you to look up information as well.  You must write full sentences, but there are no sentence limits.  
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Dr. Coles->Bring You Up to Date 

1.) Why do you think Dr. Robery Coles wanted to talk to Ruby?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.) Ruby says in the book that she was having trouble eating and sleeping. Why?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.)  When Ruby could finally play with other children, she encountered a problem. What happened? (see pg. 

50).  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.)  Mrs. Henry left after teaching Ruby all through first grade. What were the reasons she gave for leaving?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.) Did Ruby go to college after high school?   

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.) What did Ruby do when she grew up?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.) Did she ever meet Mrs. Henry again?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 


